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The National Coalition for the Homeless, founded in 1982, works to bring about social change
necessary to prevent and end homelessness and to protect the rights of people experiencing
homelessness. NCH achieves this by engaging our membership in policy advocacy, capacity building,
and sharing solutions to homelessness with the greater community. NCH is a national network of
people who are currently or formerly homeless, activists and advocates, service providers, and others
committed to ending homelessness. NCH is committed to creating the systemic and attitudinal changes
necessary to prevent and end homelessness and working to meet the immediate needs of people who

are currently experiencing homelessness.

Senior Management, Washington, DC Headquarters

Neil J. Donovan
Executive Director

Megan Hustings
Administrative Officer

Michael Stoops
Director of Community Organizing

Bob Reeg
Director of Public Policy

National Field Staff

Tiffany Adams
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Jacksonville, FL)

John Allison
AmeriCorps*VISTA (West Palm Beach, FL)

Judy Bodnar
AmeriCorps*VISTA Leader (Orlando, FL)

Vanessa Borotz
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Baltimore, MD)

Michele Clement
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Daytona Beach, FL)

Mabel Colon
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Miami, FL)

Margaret Djekovic
AmeriCorps*VISTA Leader (Tampa, FL)

Caitlin Donnelly
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Macon, GA)

Jessica Figueroa
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Orlando, FL)

Devin Floyd
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Miami, FL)

Sandra Franklin
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Tampa, FL)

Linda Gaines
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Bradenton, FL)

National Coalition for the Homeless




4 | Hate Crimes Against the Homeless

Joanna Gervais
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Baltimore, MD)

Sean Gibbs
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Orlando, FL)

Ryan Godwin
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Orlando, FL)

Lynne Griever
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Athens, GA)

Willard “Bubba” Griever
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Athens, GA)

Cheryl Hedger
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Bradenton, FL)

Alyssa Hernandez
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Daytona Beach, FL)

Ryan Holloway
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Gainesville, FL)

Michelle Howell
AmeriCorps*VISTA (West Palm Beach, FL)

Debra Infante
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Pinellas Park, FL)

Martha Johnson
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Jacksonville, FL)

Yolanda Kennedy
AmeriCorps*VISTA (West Palm Beach, FL)

Jeremiah Kerr
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Tampa, FL)

Catelin Lindsay
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Atlanta, GA)

Samuel Longnecker
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Boston, MA)

Brad McKinley
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Atlanta, GA)

Allen Parks
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Pinellas Park, FL)

Brian Parks
AmeriCorps*VISTA Leader (Washington, DC)

Andrew Moyseowicz
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Boston, MA)

Oudeline Narcisse
AmeriCorps*VISTA (West Palm Beach, FL)

Joanne Pirkle
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Tampa, FL)

Rachel Reed
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Greenville, SC)

Maria Taylor
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Greenville, SC)

Ashley Trapp
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Jacksonville, FL)

Jeremy Weatherly
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Macon, GA)

Mary Weil
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Tallahassee, FL)

Ashley Wilson
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Murdock, FL)

Sean Withall
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Daytona Beach, FL)

Samantha Wolfe
AmeriCorps*VISTA (Boston, MA)

National Coalition for the Homeless




5 | Hate Crimes Against the Homeless

Board of Directors
OFFICERS

John Parvensky
President

Colorado Coalition for the Homeless
Denver, CO

Brian Davis

Vice President

Northeast Ohio Coalition for the
Homeless

Cleveland, OH

Sue Watlov Phillips
Treasurer

Elm Transitional Housing, Inc.
Minneapolis, MN

Sherri Downing
Secretary

Montana Council on Homelessness
Helena, MT

DIRECTORS

Barbara Anderson
Haven House Services
Jeffersonville, IN

Anita Beaty

Metro Atlanta Task Force for
Homelessness

Atlanta, GA

Michael D. Chesser

Upstate Homeless Coalition of South
Carolina

Greenville, SC

Chandra Crawford
UNITY of Greater New Orleans
New Orleans, LA

Michael Dahl
HOME Line
Minneapolis, MN

Bob Erlenbusch
Sacramento Hunger Coalition
Sacramento, CA

Joe Finn

Massachusetts Housing Shelter
Alliance

Boston, MA

Hugh Grogan

Minnehaha County Department of
Human Services

Sioux Falls, SD

Jeremy Haile

Lawyer
Washington, DC

Laura Hansen
Coalition to End Homelessness
Fort Lauderdale, FL

Tina Hayward
Partners to End Homelessness
Vicksburg, MS

Rey Lopez
The King’s Outreach
Cabot, AR

Patrick Markee
Coalition for the Homeless, Inc
New York, NY

Phoebe Nelson

Women’s Resource Center of North
Central Washington

Wenatchee, WA

Gordon Packard
Primavera Foundation
Tucson, AZ

Phillip Pappas
Pittsburgh, PA

Glorin Ruiz Pastush
La Fondita de Jesus
San Juan, PR

Louisa Stark
Phoenix Consortium for the Homeless
Phoenix, AZ

lvette Perez Toro
Corporation La Fondita de Jesus
San Juan, Puerto Rico

Richard Troxell
House the Homeless, Inc.
Austin, TX

Matias J. Vega, M.D.
Albuquerque Health Care for the
Homeless

Albuquerque, NM

Yvonne Vissing
Salem State College
Salem, MA

Donald Whitehead

Faces of Homelessness Speakers’
Bureau

Washington, DC

National Coalition for the Homeless




6 | Hate Crimes Against the Homeless

Hﬁ:gl\ A Report From

Coalition

“Homeless National Coalition for the Homeless

Hate Crimes against the Homeless
Violence Hidden in Plain View

Report Contents

Dedication 7
Introduction 8
Executive Summary 9
Purpose Statement 10
Methodology 10
History of Hate Crimes against the Homeless 11
Where Hate Crimes Occur 14
Profile of Homeless Victim 17
Profile of Accused/Convicted Perpetrator 17
Case Descriptions 18
Multi-Media Exploitation of Homeless People 45
Hate Crime Legislative Efforts by Brian Levin 47
Legislation 49
Model Legislation 57
Recommendations 61
Conclusion 62
Appendix A: Sources 63
Appendix B: Index of Case Descriptions by State and City 78
Appendix C: H.R. 3528 79
Appendix D: H.R. 3419/S. 1765 81
Appendix E: Broward County (FL) Sheriff’s Hate Crimes Flyer 82

National Coalition for the Homeless




7 | Hate Crimes Against the Homeless

Dedication

National Coalition for the Homeless dedicates this report
to the millions of homeless men, women and children
whose lives were changed forever by violence and hatred.
To those who have died, may they rest in peace.

To those who continue to live among us,
may their wounds begin to heal and their pains lessen.
And may we, as a nation, work toward rejecting hatred
and begin to see the violence hidden in plain view.

etinal

. Coalition
+» Homeless

Bringing America Home

National Coalition for the Homeless
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Introduction

WASHINGTON, DC - Hate Crimes against the Homeless: Violence Hidden in Plain View is an
annual factual accounting of bias motivated crimes against un-housed individuals in the order of
their occurrence. It is also a report that, in its entirety, illustrates the deadly consequences of
decades of failed housing policies and social reforms.

Over the past three decades, Americans have invested tens of billions of dollars to prevent,
reduce and end homelessness. In spite of these efforts and investments, homelessness continues
to worsen. Over time, as a nation, we are experiencing the natural and growing sense of
“compassion fatigue” toward the social ill of homelessness. Unfortunately, the frustration that
Americans are feeling toward homelessness is being misplaced toward the un-housed, rather than
the systems that have failed both the housed and the homeless. The misdirection of feelings
resulting from compassion fatigue has resulted in the criminalization of homelessness
nationwide, the withdrawal of critically needed investments in affordable housing and the rise in
crimes of hate against the homeless.

In the parable of the Good Samaritan, a young Jewish man is beaten and robbed on a well
traveled and notoriously dangerous road from Jerusalem to Jericho. The story was told to
observant Jews, in a time when mutual hatred existed between Jews and Samaritans. As the
victim lay half dead by the side of the road, his religious identity unknown, a priest averts his
eyes and passes without stopping. Shortly after, a Levite crosses the road to avoid the bloodied
man. Lastly, a Samaritan stops and has pity on this unknown man. The Samaritan places the
unconscious man upon his mule and carries him to a nearby inn. The Samaritan hands the
innkeeper some money and asks that the victim be cared for, with the assurance that any
additional costs will be covered upon his return.

Two centuries later, the conditions and circumstances of the story of the Good Samaritan are
present before us daily: a homeless man is beaten half to death under a bridge with the word
“BUM?” spray painted on him; a woman is raped and ridiculed for not having a place to call

home; and a young girl is bullied by her classmates when they discover that she’s homeless.

Hate crimes occur when perpetrators target victims because of their perceived membership in a
certain group. But these crimes originate long before they ever occur, from the choices we make
as individuals, communities and as a nation. Hate crimes will end when we reject the choice of
averting our eyes or crossing the street, accept the choice of helping those in need and provide
future assurances that additional resources will be provided upon our return.

Neil J. Donovan
Executive Director
National Coalition for the Homeless

National Coalition for the Homeless
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Executive Summary

In the past twelve years (1999-2010), the National Coalition for the Homeless (NCH) has
documented one thousand, one hundred eighty-four acts of violence against homeless individuals
by housed perpetrators. These crimes are believed to be motivated by the perpetrators’ bias
against homeless individuals or their ability to target homeless people with relative ease. The
documented violence includes everything from murder to beatings, rapes, and setting people on
fire. Hate Crimes against the Homeless: Violence Hidden in Plain View is the twelfth annual
report documenting violence against homeless persons.

The violence continues, and with twenty-four known deaths, 2010 ranks in the top-five deadliest
years for attacks on homeless people in a decade, and with one hundred thirteen attacks, ranks as
the fourth most violent year since NCH began tracking the violence in 1999. NCH has found
startling data in the number and severity of attacks. However, the reports also acknowledge that
since the homeless community is treated so poorly in our society, many more attacks go
unreported. Hate crimes against the homeless community is a growing wave in need of public
attention.

e 1,184 reported acts of bias motivated violence have been committed against homeless
individuals between 1999-2010.

e 312 homeless individuals lost their lives as a result of the attacks

e Reported violence has occurred in 47 states, Puerto Rico, and Washington, DC

Our data also suggests that the perpetrators of these attacks tend to be young men and teenage
boys. In the twelve year history of our hate crime reports, the vast majority of the attacks against
homeless people have been committed by youth as young as nine years old. In 2010:

e 72 percent of the attacks were committed by people under thirty years of age
e 88 percent of perpetrators were men
e More than one in five attacks ended in death

Hate Crimes against the Homeless: Violence Hidden in Plain View documents the known cases
of violence against homeless individuals by housed individuals in 2010. The report includes
descriptions of the cases, current and pending legislation that would help protect homeless
people, and recommendations for advocates to help prevent violence against homeless
individuals.

National Coalition for the Homeless
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Purpose Statement

The main objective of this report is to educate lawmakers, advocates, and the general public
about the problem of hate crimes and violence against homeless people in order to instigate
change and ensure protection of civil rights for everyone, regardless of their economic
circumstances or housing status. As part of its mission, the National Coalition for the Homeless
is committed to creating the systemic and attitudinal changes necessary to end homelessness. A
major component of these changes must include the societal guarantee of safety and protection,
as well as a commitment by lawmakers to combat the hate crimes and violent acts against people
who experience homelessness.

Methodology

The data on violent acts committed against homeless individuals in this report was gathered from
a variety of sources. A number of narratives were derived from published news reports
(nationally and locally). Information was also provided by homeless advocates and service
providers across the country dedicated to raising awareness about violence against homeless
individuals. Lastly, this report relied on the voices of homeless individuals and formerly
homeless individuals, who self-reported incidents they had experienced first-hand.

Upon receipt of each incident, a rigorous fact-checking process was completed to evaluate and
verify accuracy. This process entailed multiple follow-ups with those closely involved with the
incident. Cross comparisons were also made with other news sources reporting the incident.

While we could not always identify the motive for each attack based on our sources of
information, some of these attacks were perpetrated due to a bias against the victim because of
his or her homeless status. Other attacks may have been perpetrated merely because the
homeless person was in a vulnerable position to be attacked, due to the nature of homelessness.
Only attacks committed by housed individuals against homeless individuals were evaluated.
Crimes committed by homeless individuals against other homeless individuals were excluded
from this report.

While the National Coalition for the Homeless has made every effort to verify the facts regarding
each incident used in our report, new information about cases sometimes becomes available after
publication. The National Coalition for the Homeless comprehensively researches and reviews
all included data. As new, additional evidence emerges about the classification of prior, new, or
previously unknown cases, it is the policy of National Coalition for the Homeless to

adjust tabulations accordingly.

National Coalition for the Homeless
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History of Hate Crimes against the Homeless

A hate crime is defined by the U.S. Department of Justice’s Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) as a bias crime and is a “criminal offense committed against a person, property, or society
that is motivated, in whole or in part, by the offender’s bias™. Although the FBI does not
currently recognize homeless individuals as a protected status, the National Coalition for the
Homeless, during the past twelve years, recorded one thousand, one hundred eighty-four
incidents of crimes committed against homeless individuals due to the housed offender’s bias of
the victim’s housing status. In 2010 alone, twenty-four homeless men and women lost their lives
to such violence.

These crimes of hate are committed against a community of vulnerable individuals in our
country who are at risk because they live outside or in public spaces. Many of our communities
do not have adequate, affordable housing or shelter space to meet the need. According to the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, on any given night, over 649, 917 people
are homeless, and forty percent of the homeless population is unsheltered.

Over the past twelve years (1999-2010), hundreds of homeless people have been attacked and
killed. While this report provides alarming numbers, many attacks go undocumented. Homeless
people are treated so poorly by society that their attacks are often forgotten or unreported. In
2010 alone, one hundred thirteen incidents resulted in twenty-four deaths. Since 1999, The
National Coalition for the Homeless has recorded one thousand, one hundred eighty-four acts of
violence that have resulted in three hundred twelve deaths.

Hate Crimes 1999-2010

s Total Incidents Deaths == Non Lethal Incidents |

1999 21000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

This graph shows that violence against homeless individuals by housed individuals is an
alarming trend that is not disappearing. There was a notable drop in incidents in 2008, but the
numbers show an increase in incidents since then. While the number of attacks that led to death
is down since 2009, there is still an increasing trend in overall violent crimes against the

! U.S. Department of Justice Federal Bureau of Investigation. “Hate Crime”
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius_04/offenses_reported/hate crime/index.html

2 Office of Planning and Development, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The 2010 Annual
Homeless Assessment Report to Congress. June 2011.

National Coalition for the Homeless
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homeless. It is also important to remember that many violent acts against homeless individuals
go unreported, so the actual number of incidents is likely to be much higher.

The deaths that the National Coalition for the Homeless has seen is alarming when compared to
the number of deaths determined to be hate crimes for all of the current protected classes. The
table below shows that over the past twelve years, there are more than double the amount of
homeless hate crime deaths than there are for all current protected classes.

Comparison of FBI Defined Hate Crime Homicides v. Fatal Attacks on Homeless®

YEAR Homicides Classified as Hate Fatal Attacks on Homeless
Crimes (FBI Data) Individuals (NCH Data)
1999 17 49

(9 racially, 2 religiously, 3 sexual
orientation, 3 ethnically motivated)
2000 19 43
(10 racially, 1 religiously, 2 sexual
orientation, 6 ethnically motivated)
2001 10 18
(4 racially, 1 sexual orientation, 5

ethically motivated)

2002 13 14*
(4 racially, 3 religious, 4 sexual
orientation, 2 ethnically motivated)
2003 14 8*
(5 racially, 6 sexual orientation, 2
ethnically, 1 anti-disability
motivated)

2004 5 25
(3 racially, 1 religiously, 1 sexual
orientation motivated)

2005 6 13
(3 racially, 3 ethnically motivated)
2006 3 20
(3 racially motivated)
2007 9 28**

(5 sexual orientation, 2 racially, 2
ethnicity motivated)

2008 7 27
(5 sexual orientation motivated, 1
racially, 1 ethnically motivated)
2009 8 43
(6 racially motivated, 1 sexual
orientation, lethnically motivated)

2010 (FBI information unavailable at this 24
time)
12 Year Total 111 312

National Coalition for the Homeless




13 | Hate Crimes Against the Homeless

*Note: Upon receipt of further information, these numbers have been decreased by one.

**Note: Upon receipt of further information, these numbers have decreased by three.

® Chart compiled by using data from the Center for the Study of Hate & Extremism (California
State University, San Bernardino): Analysis of Data from the F.B.I. and the National Coalition

for the Homeless.

National Coalition for the Homeless
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Where Hate Crimes Occur
1999-2010

12 Year Map
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Bias-motivated hate crimes committed against homeless people are not isolated issues occurring
once or twice a year. Homeless hate crimes are a national issue spanning every corner of our
country. Over the past twelve years, NCH has documented one thousand, one hundred eighty-
four attacks on homeless people with hundreds more going undocumented. These maps help to
illustrate where violence against the homeless occurs most frequently.

As you can see, Florida and California are the states where violence against the homeless occurs
most frequently. At the National Coalition for the Homeless, we can only speculate why this
occurs.

The generally warm temperatures in these areas are conducive to outdoor living. Many homeless
individuals are unable to find shelter while others elect to camp outdoors in order to obtain
relative privacy. The comparatively high-housed populations in these areas inevitably interact
with the homeless population at a much populations in more rural states such as Vermont or
North Dakota. As a consequence, the homeless population in these warmer areas is an easy
target for hate crime aggressors. Generally, our data suggests that warmer year-round climates
with higher concentrations of homeless individuals document more violent acts against the
homeless.

Criminalizing the Homeless Community

There is a documented relationship between increased police action
and the increasing numbers of hate crimes/violent acts against
homeless people. Again, Florida and California are good case

studies. Many cities in Florida and California have enacted severe

anti-camping, panhandling, anti-feeding, and other criminalization
of homelessness laws. Many of the cities mentioned in NCH’s bi-
annual criminalization of homelessness report are also cities where
hate crimes against homeless individuals have frequently occurred.
In fact, four of the ten meanest cities identified in Homes Not
Handcuffs were cities in Florida and three of three were in
California.® Florida and California are also the two states with the
highest number of bias-motivated crimes against homeless
individuals, far surpassing their closest competitors.

One possible explanation for this is the message that criminalizing
homelessness sends to the general public: “Homeless people do not
matter and are not worthy of living in our city.” This message is
blatant in the attitudes many cities have toward homeless people
and can be used as an internal justification for attacking someone
who is homeless.

® The National Coalition for the Homeless & The National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty, Homes Not
Handcuffs: The Criminalization of Homelessness in U.S. Cities. 2009
National Coalition for the Homeless
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The locations of hate crimes against the homeless in 2010 generally mirror the previous ten year
figures. Again, Florida and California report the most attacks against the homeless community.

Reported Violence 2010
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Profile of Homeless Victim o
Ages of Victims between

1999-2010

The most common victim of homeless hate

crimes is a middle aged, homeless man.

Between 1999 and 2010, on average, almost 36%
thirty-six percent of victims were between
the ages of forty and fifty, and sixty-five
percent of the victims are between the ages
of forty and sixty. In 2010, the average age
of the homeless victim was forty-eight. In
addition to being predominantly middle-
aged, a large majority (ninety-three percent) Under20  20s 30s 40s S0s 60+
of victims were male.

Profile of the Accused/Convicted Perpetrator

Ages of 2010 Accused/Convicted
Perpetrators

In contrast to the victim, the most common

perpetrators of homeless hate crimes are young men.
48% In the past twelve years, nearly eighty percent of the
perpetrators were under the age of twenty-five. In
2010, nearly half of the accused/convicted
perpetrators were under twenty years old. The
youngest known perpetrator in 2010 was just nine
years old. Almost all (eighty-eight percent) of the
perpetrators of homeless hate crimes in 2010 were
male.

Under 20 20s 30s 40s 50s 60+

Cases in 2010

In 2010, the National Coalition for the Homeless compiled a total of one hundred thirteen
homeless victims of violence who were attacked by non-homeless perpetrators. Of the one
hundred thirteen victims, eighty-nine were not fatally injured, while twenty-four of the victims
lost their lives. Over the past twelve years, one in four violent attacks on homeless individuals
resulted in death, and in 2010, more than one in every five resulted in death.

Examples of 2010 headlines include:

Man Uses Concrete Slab to Bludgeon Homeless Man

Homeless Man Set on Fire While Sleeping

Bottles Filled with Acid Thrown at the Homeless Community

Homeless Woman Beaten with Pistol after Refusing Sex

Homeless Man Beaten, Tied to Bumper of Car and Dragged Down Road

O O0O0OO0O0

National Coalition for the Homeless
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Case Descriptions: Deaths
Total Deaths: 24

Homeless Men Found Frozen in Creek
DAYTON, OHIO-February 26, 2010

Investigators found Harvey Sims Jr., fifty-five, and Nathan Gay, forty-nine, in a creek in
Jefferson Twp., half-frozen. They died from multiple gunshot wounds, and were abandoned by
the creek’s edge, according to investigators. Both Sims and Gay had been homeless and
unsheltered. Twenty seven-year-old Gregory Leet was indicted on four counts of murder, four
counts of felonious assault, one count of tampering with evidence, and one count of robbery.
Investigators believe that Leet was involved in a drug deal that went wrong, causing him to lose
money. Out of anger, Leet murdered Sims and Gay, two innocent bystanders.

Couple Beats Homeless Man to Death
HOWELL, MICHIGAN-April 11, 2010

Clarence Hines, seventy, was found beaten to death on Sober Road in rural Livingston County.
Antoinette Bea Hix, forty-nine, and Mitchell Judd Hall, forty-three, were charged with first
degree murder, as well as first and second degree abuse of a vulnerable adult. Hines was found
with multiple contusions and abrasions. The cause of death was ruled as blunt force trauma,
coupled with hypothermia, according to police. The crime was categorized as a crime against a
vulnerable adult due to Hines’ history of mental, physical, and drug-related issues. Hines had
known Hall for about twenty years through area homeless shelters.

Three Teenagers Beat a Homeless Man to Death
LAKELAND, FLORIDA-April 17,2010

Three teens, Cody Lee Osborne, fifteen, Shawn Casey Whitten, seventeen, and Shane Decatur,
eighteen, have all been arrested for participating in the fatal beating of a homeless man. Fifty-
two-year old Joseph Ruba was brutally beaten by the teens after a verbal disagreement arose; he
pulled a knife to attempt to protect himself when the teens reacted violently. His attempt to save
his life was unsuccessful. No other motives for the crime have been identified. There is no
known prior relationship between the teens and the victim. Each teen was subsequently charged
with second-degree murder. All pled guilty to lesser charges. Cody Osborne, sixteen, was
sentenced to two years house arrest. Shawn Whitten, seventeen, received one-hundred-twenty
days in jail with time served for seventy-two days. He was later sentenced to three years and ten
months in prison for violating the terms of his punishment. The “main aggressor”, Christopher
Decatur, nineteen, was sentenced to four years in a “youthful offender” facility and two years
house arrest.

National Coalition for the Homeless
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Homeless Woman Discovered in Abandoned House
SPARTANBURG, SOUTH CAROLINA-April 25, 2010

Thirty-eight-year-old Joseph Creech was charged with murdering fifty-four-year-old Beverly
Kimbrell, a local homeless woman. Investigators claim that she was left in an uninhabited house
after being murdered. She died from strangulation and blunt force trauma to the head. Police
have not released any information about the incident.

Homeless Man Stabbed to Death
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA-May 24, 2010

Luis Alonzo Montoya, a local homeless man, was killed early in the morning around his usual
place of residence, a stairwell landing located in a Mission District rooming house. Investigators
stated that Mr. Montoya was bludgeoned to death. The police identified forty-two-year-old
Roger Pacheco-Paz as the prime suspect. Police have deduced that Paz may have been familiar
with Montaya’s whereabouts before the attack. The motive for the murder remains unclear.

Homeless Man Beaten to Death behind Store
MANASSAS, VIRGINIA-June 22, 2010

Matthew Sturgill, a twenty-three-year-old homeless man, was bludgeoned to death by three
suspects behind a 7-11. Jerel Antonio Morgan, twenty-two, Christopher Millsap, nineteen, and
Kenneth Griffin, thirty, were originally charged with malicious wounding. Days later, Sturgill
succumbed to his wounds. All three suspects were then charged with murder. All four men were
originally drinking behind a 7-11. The three suspects left for their apartment, and came back
because Griffin was upset with Sturgill for entering his apartment days earlier without knocking.
Griffin told the others that he wanted to “mess with” Sturgill. Upon returning Millsap said that
he and Griffin hit and kicked Sturgill while Morgan beat him with a bottle. Later Morgan
admitted to being at the scene, but denied participating in the attack. Morgan told police that he
“believed the victim was dead,” but did not call police. In a plea agreement, Morgan’s charge
was reduced from murder to voluntary manslaughter. He was sentenced to five years in prison,
with all jail time suspended, and ten years probation. Millsap pleaded guilty to all charges and
faces up to forty years. Griffin was convicted of second-degree murder in June of 2011. The jury
recommended that he receive twenty-five years in prison. Under Virginia State Law Griffin can
receive less than twenty-five years but not more. He is scheduled to be sentenced November 3™
2011.

National Coalition for the Homeless




20 | Hate Crimes Against the Homeless

Homeless Men Beaten and Abandoned by Railroad
VALLEJO, CALIFORNIA-July 13, 2010

Fifty-nine-year-old Don L. Peterson and fifty-two-year-old Wayne Grundy were abandoned by a
railroad track, having been viciously beaten. Peterson was treated for head trauma at the scene,
and later died from blunt force trauma to the head; Grundy suffered facial injuries. A passerby
noticed that Peterson was in a critical state while he laid by the railroad tracks. He insisted that a
group of teens was responsible for inflicting the injury. The passerby, Buddy Lee, recalls
witnessing a group of kids frequently harassing the homeless community. Police, however, have
not identified any suspects.

Homeless Man Found Stabbed to Death
MISSOULA, MONTANA-July 18, 2010

Police searched for the suspect or suspects who were responsible for the murder of Stephen F.
Diehm, a fifty-nine-year-old homeless man. He was discovered in a creek with stab wounds
covering his right arm. Police have not released further information about the incident.

Man Uses Concrete Slab to Bludgeon Homeless Man
SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA-July 18, 2010

Marco Rojo Nieto, thirty-six, was attacked by Jorge Alejandro Lopez, thirty-three, with a
twenty-five-pound concrete slab. Nieto lived at a homeless encampment. He was there with
some other camp residents when Nieto approached. Eye witnesses say that Lopez knocked Nieto
to the ground, and then repeatedly kicked and beat him. Before the attack ended, Lopez fled the
scene in a friend’s car. He was later arrested leaving a relative’s apartment. Lopez is charged
with one count of felony murder, with an enhanced sentence for use of a deadly weapon.

Man Purchases Knife and Decides to Kill Homeless Man
LUBBOCK, TEXAS-August 7, 2010

Forty-year-old homeless man, Danny Brazeal, was beaten and stabbed to death by twenty-one-
year-old Eric Perez. Earlier in the night, Perez got into an argument with his girlfriend and then
decided to murder someone. He purchased a camping knife that he used during the attack at a
Wal-Mart after an unsuccessful search for a hatchet. He passed Brazeal on the way to Wal-Mart
and after buying the knife, he stabbed him to death. Perez then called the police to report what
he had just done. Perez was charged with murder.
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Intentional Hit and Run Kills Homeless Man
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA-August 7, 2010

Danny Elwin Wright, a fifty-five-year-old homeless man, died after suffering trauma to his head
from an intentional hit and run. Wright was walking near a homeless mission, where he resided,
when a small dark green or blue car pulled beside him. The man in the car began to shout at him.
Attempting to get away, Wright walked into a parking lot and the car followed, striking and
killing him. The police are still looking for the car.

Homeless Man Dies after Severe Head Trauma

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS-August 10, 2010

Fifty-four-year-old Michael Dean Doss died after succumbing to severe head trauma. The
doctors at the hospital said it was the “most severe head trauma they had ever seen.” He had been

beaten and kicked repeatedly the day before. Doss lived long enough to provide a motive for his
attack. He told police that he was stabbed and robbed. The suspect fled in a truck. A month later

Doss passed away. The suspect is still at large.
“It was the most severe

head trauma we have ever
seen.”

Homeless Man Beaten to Death with Wooden Plank
-Doctors on Michael Dean

DALLAS, TEXAS-August 14, 2010 Doss’ Injuries

A fifty-eight-year-old homeless man died in a hospital five hours after being beaten with a
wooden plank. Two men approached the homeless man and beat him until he collapsed. When
he was on the ground, the attackers stole one-hundred-fifty dollars and fled the scene. At the
hospital, the man was assessed. The victim was determined to have two punctured lungs and
possible brain damage from the attack. The police are still trying to determine the cause of the
attack, but they believe that the motive could have been robbery.

Loved Homeless Man Dies after Severe Beating
BRONX, NEW YORK-August 15, 2010

Billy “Peanut” Murphy, forty-seven, died after being severely beaten. He received injuries to his
head, neck and ribs. Witnesses say the attack left him unrecognizable. The medical examiner’s
office ruled his death a homicide, but weeks later changed the cause of death to “undetermined.”
Many of his friends believe he was attacked by young adults who hang around the park where
Murphy slept. He is remembered as a sweet and caring man who took care of a local church
garden, and who had many friends.
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Man Bludgeoned to Death in Wooded Lot
GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA-August 31, 2010

Terry Steven White, fifty-five, was beaten in a wooded lot that he called home. He was found
unconscious when his employer came to pick him up in the morning. His face and eye sockets
were swollen. He was transported to the hospital, where he remained in critical care until he
passed away two days later. The case has been ruled a homicide. Two people were charged with
murder: thirty-five-year-old Elliott Lamont Adams, who has been arrested twenty times before,
and a fifteen-year-old. The man and the teenager lived next to the location of the attack. The
investigation lasted for months, because witnesses feared retaliation for testifying. The police
also said they believed there was a lack of information presented because the man was homeless.

Homeless Man Shot Four Times by Police Officer
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON-August 31, 2010

John T. Williams, a fifty-year-old homeless man, was shot four times by a police officer. On
August 30, 2010, Williams, walked through a crosswalk like he did on a day-to-day basis,
carrying a block of wood and a folding knife. The knife and wood were William’s tools of trade.
After crossing the street, twenty-seven-year-old Officer lan Birk saw Williams carrying his block
of wood and knife. He was relished in the community as an outstanding wood carver. Officer
Birk put on the emergency lights and exited the car. He asked the Williams to drop the knife
three times and then shots were fired. One family member reported that Williams was deaf in
one ear which may have lead to him not hearing the officer. When a “street brother” of Williams
arrived on the scene, he was forced to the ground by three police officers. However, Birk was
not criminally charged due to the Washington state law that protects police officers against
homicide charges unless there is determined bad faith. After an internal investigation by the
Seattle Police Department’s Firearms Review Board, the shooting was ruled unjustified. lan Birk
had his badge and gun pulled, and then resigned. William’s family received a one and a half
million dollar settlement from the City of Seattle. Birk’s actions also prompted an investigation
by the United States Department of Justice (DOJ) into the Seattle Police Department’s practices.
In December of 2011, the DOJ concluded that excessive force was used in this incident as well
as several others.

Severe Beating Leads to Death of Homeless Man
THIBODAUX, LOUISIANA-September 2, 2010

Darry Tillman Matthews, a homeless man, was found dead in his car eight days after he was
severely beaten. A thirty-three-year-old man, Frederick Deboue, 112 Irish St., was charged with
breaking Matthews’ nose and causing additional facial injuries. Matthews’ family members say
Deboue attacked Matthews after he refused to give him ten dollars. The family also alleged that
Deboue stole money from Matthews’ Social Security check, as well as some of his clothing. An
autopsy performed by the Lafourche Sheriff’s Office revealed the cause of death to be subdural
hematoma. Deboue was charged with second-degree battery, simple battery, and a parole
violation.
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Man Kills Two Homeless Men in Month of September
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK-September 8 & 21, 2010

Two homeless men, sixty-four-year-old Ulysses Miller and fifty-year-old Darryl Boswell were
killed in the same month. Brandon Cochran, a twenty-two-year-old, was arrested and charged
with both of their murders. Cochran was attempting to rob Boswell when he shot him. In
November of 2011 he pleaded guilty to two counts of second-degree murder. He faces two
consecutive sentences of fifteen years to life in prison. Miller is remembered as a man who was
a good guy. He had two children. A relative of Boswell believes that Cochran intentionally
targeted the homeless.

Homeless Man Shot to Death
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA-September 21, 2010

Douglas Arrington, a thirty-one-year-old homeless man was shot and died shortly after at the
hospital. The man was found in a driveway near the house of the shooter, forty-five-year-old,
Thomas Fayard. Fayard has been charged with second-degree murder. An argument between
Fayard and Arrington is said to have occurred before the shooting.

Two Suspects Arrested in the Shooting Death of Orlando Homeless Man
ORLANDO, FLORIDA-October 2, 2010

Two suspects—Stephen Koon, twenty-three, and Brandon James, forty-one—were arrested in
connection to the death of Michael Hutto, forty-nine. Hutto, a local homeless man, was shot in
the Paramore area of Orlando. After the shooting, witnesses stated that the suspects fled the
scene in a green Nissan Frontier. Police used eye witnesses’ accounts and surveillance footage to
track down the suspects.

Teen Shoots Homeless Man

RANDALLSTOWN, MARYLAND-November 5, 2010

Keon Rashid Cunningham, nineteen, is charged with Kkilling thirty-three-year-old Adeolu
Adedgoke Otemolu, a homeless man. Otemolu, who was also known as Kojak, was shot three
times with a twenty-two caliber rifle. The crime took place behind Cunningham’s home. The
medical examiner ruled Otemolu’s death a homicide. Cunningham is charged with first-degree
murder.

Homeless Man Killed and Buried

DUNNELLON, FLORIDA-November 29, 2010
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James Theral “Dan” Carlton, sixty-four, has been indicted for the murder of a Florida homeless
man. Michael Wayne Nichols, forty-one, was shot and buried in a secluded area behind an
abandoned structure. Police say that Carlton lured Nichols into his house. Authorities captured
Carlton in Caryville, Tennessee. From there, he was extradited back to Marion County, where he
is currently in jail awaiting trial.

Non-Lethal Case Descriptions

The eighty-nine incidents that did not result in death in 2010 include various types of violence
and have been divided into the categories:

Aultimedia
Exploitation 1'? Fire

Rape/Sexual Assaults Harsssment 2™ gt
Setting on Fire o sue